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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH AUTHORITY 

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER PCT/JP2004/0 13548 



COLUMN V. 

Written opinion regarding novelty, inventive step, and industrial applicability under PCT Rule 43.2.1 
(a) (j), and references supporting the written opinion and explanation 

1. WRITTEN OPINION 



NOVELTY(N) Claims U19 YES 

Claims NO 

INVENTIVE STEP (IS) Claims YES 

Claims U19 NO 

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY (IA) Claims U19 YES 

Claims NO 



2. REFERENCE AND EXPLANATION 

REFERENCE 1: WO 1997/014020 Al (Yamato-scale Co., Ltd) 

1997. 04. 17, Figs. 24-30 

& EP 806638 Al & US5889235 A 
REFERENCE 2 : JP 62- 1 75624 A (NANBU DENKI SEIS AKUSHO) 

1987. 08. 01, Fig. 3 (No family) 

EXPLANATION (REGARDING LACK OF INVENTIVE STEP) 

In reference to Figs. 24-30 of the above described reference 1, a weighing device in which 
a target object is put in a container and a conveyer weighing weighs the target object put in the 
container, and the target object is discharged while a container selected in a container stock unit is 
moved in a discharge unit is disclosed. On the other hand, in reference to the relevant portions of 
Fig. 3 of the reference 2, a weighing unit in which a container selected in a stock unit that stocks 
containers while moving them is used for combination is disclosed. 

According to the invention of the above described reference 1 , there is no clear description 
if the conveyer weighing weighs the target object put in the container without stopping the 
movement of the container. However, that the conveyer weighing weighs goods without stopping 



their movement is a heretofore known conventional art that had been disclosed before filing of the 
present application and it is not necessary to show examples for the art. Therefore, applying the 
non-stop weighing conveyer to the invention of the above described reference 1 is merely a 
workshop modification that can be arbitrary realized. Furthermore, applying a non-stop type 
container stock unit to the container-transport type selective weighing device is also a heretofore 
known conventional art that had been disclosed before filing the present application as shown in the 
above described reference 2, for instance. Therefore, applying the non-stop container stock unit to 
the invention of the above described reference 1 is still merely a workshop modification that can be 
arbitrary realized. 

In short, differences between the invention regarding claim 1 of the present invention and 
the invention of the above described reference 1 are in the following two points: if the weighing unit 
is the non-stop type or not; and if the container stock unit is the non-stop type or not. However, as 
described above, these two points are merely workshop modifications that can be arbitrary applied to 
the invention of the present application. Therefore, the invention regarding claim 1 of the present 
invention does not have any inventive step. Also, items that limits the contents of the present 
invention in dependent claims 2 to 1 9 are nothing more than the heretofore known conventional art 
without the need of showing examples. Accordingly, the inventions described in these claims also 
do not have any inventive step. 

Note that the above described explanation is judged based on the following interpretation: 
"while moving the container" described in claim 1 is interpreted as "the container is not in abeyant 
state" by taking the applicant's intention into consideration; and "the supply unit" described in claim 
15 is interpreted as "a supply unit" described in claim 14. 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Column V) (January 2004) 



8BRimM«« PCT/JP2004/0 1 3548 





i. nm 






mim (n> 


BtsfcOttffl 1-19 






m 


MM* (I S) 




m 


i»*<ottH 1-19 


m 


mm±<r>mmn&& u a) 


gt^e>$sia i~i9 


* 













2 . XMRTfi&m 
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